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1. RESILIENT EUROPE



URBAN RESILIENCE

Urban resilience is the capacity of urban systems, 
communities, individuals, organisations and businesses 
to recover maintain their function and thrive in the 
aftermath of a shock or a stress, regardless its impact, 
frequency or magnitude. 

The cities in the URBACT Resilient Europe network will work together to learn 
and share experiences with the aim to foster resilience and sustainability.

RESILENT EUROPE (http://urbact.eu/resilient-europe)



POTENTIAL ROLES 

OF CIVIL SOCIETY

• Pioneering new solutions and 

transforming systems 

• Providing essential social services, 

filling the void left by a retreating 

welfare state 

• Creating sustainable solutions 

through not engaging with the wider 

society  



POTENTIAL ROLES 

OF CIVIL SOCIETY

• Being used for other means, 

leading to mistrust

• Being used as an excuse for non-

action

• Being left disempowered and 

exhausted b delivering services with 

insufficient resources 



2. ARTS -ACCELERATING TRANSITIONS



Geels, F. (2011) Multi-level Perspective on Transitions

• What are the main 
mechanisms contributing to 
the acceleration of 
sustainability transitions in city-
regions?

• Which strategies can local 
transition initiatives adopt to 
facilitate these mechanisms?

• How do local transition 
initiatives actively attempt to 
increase the inclusivity of the 
sustainability transitions in the 
city-region?

ARTS 



WHAT IS THE TRANSFORMATIVE POWER OF…



ACCELERATING TRANSITIONS

replicating

upscaling

partnering

instrumentalising

embedding

more of the same (repeating, emulating, branching)

growth of members, users and supporters 

partner to seek and seize synergies

seize opportunities to strengthen 

local activities

input and anchor new ways of 

doing, organising and thinking



ARTS – KEY MESSAGES

• Provide institutional spaces for connecting and creating partnerships 
between different urban change agents.

• Establish and foster a new cultures towards collaboration and adaptive 
learning for urban sustainability transitions. 

• The access to and use of public urban areas and vacant spaces – land and 
buildings – as experimental sites are a critical resource for urban 
sustainability transition initiatives. 



ARTS – KEY MESSAGES

• Institutional contexts should provide opportunities for transition initiatives to 
experiment and scale, grow, spread.

• Cultivate urban context frameworks that embraces social diversity and 
plurality to effectively tap into the diverse capacities and passions of local 
people. 

• Explore and support new ways of multiple, reciprocal and collective value 
creation since shifting to a low carbon society will also require changing the 
logic of what we value and how. 



X- CURVE

Loorbach, Frantzeskaky, Avelino, 2016



3. PARTICIPATORY CITY MAKING





PCM IS 

FOCUSING 

ON 

ROTTERDAM





RESEARCH 

THROUGH 

DESIGN



Long list of 

initiatives, 154 

and more…



GOVERNMENT CITIZENS

WS

FROM

TO

Recognizing and Approaching
Puerari et al. 2017



1. Increase 

niches 

pressures on 

the regime

2. Lower 

regime 

pressure on 

the niches

3. Participatory 

Thinking, based 

on exchange

Puerari et al. 2017



Political

Technical

Creative

Transition design 

Challenges

Gaziulusoy & Ryan, 2017



Transition design 

Activities

Gaziulusoy & Ryan, 2017

Tactical

Strategic
Operational



Tool

Matrix











Mayor if you 

Dare



Conclusions

• It is necessary to go beyond a dichotomy between public and the private space of 
citizens, embracing the fact that niches and regime are part of both groups. 

• The space of passive and of active exchange attitudes can be found on both 
government and citizens sides. 

• It is necessary to enable the emergence, self-organization and co-evolution of the 
system.

• As transitions imply structural changes and power shifts, this approach is also 
political: it implies institutional changes that not necessarily are desired by incumbent 
actors or structures.

• Acceleration requires engaging with and capitalising on existing and diverse 
knowledge in the city-region.



http://mailchi.mp/3d33189e7284/save-the-date-resilience-matters-22nd-march-2018



Thank you!

Any question?

Emma Puerari

e.puerari@tudeflt.nl

http://participatorycitymaking.nl
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